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Recent news articles in regards to closing St. Augstines Church 
 
 
 
St. Augustine is a spiritual hub 
Sunday, February 19, 2006  

Re: "Treme church fights for survival," Page 1, Feb. 14.  

The Times-Picayune report aptly points out the depth of concern for St. Augustine Catholic Church, for its 
history and for its wise, loving, inspirational pastor, Father Jerome LeDoux. However, the story also makes 
reference to a "healthier parish next door."  

I regularly attend St. Augustine and have for many years. I've never seen a healthier parish. It has always 
been a spiritual, cultural and organizing hub for the city and for Treme -- all the more so after the storm. The 
Parish Hall overflows with programs and commodities for community assistance, partnering with Tulane 
University, Second Harvesters Food Bank and others.  

I don't pretend to understand the decision-making mechanism of the Catholic Church, but I do understand 
honesty. Whoever instigated this ill-begotten attempt to shut down the oldest black Catholic parish in the 
country could at least give us the real reason for doing so.  

Orissa Arend  

New Orleans  

Church nurtures city's culture 
Monday, February 20, 2006  

Each semester, the students enrolled in my Tulane University course on African and 
African-diaspora music are unanimous about their favorite moment: a visit downtown to 
St. Augustine Church and the Backstreet Cultural Museum in Treme. 

St. Augustine's Father Jerome LeDoux tells the students about the history of this church, the neighborhood 
and the music nurtured by both. It is the moment of the semester that I can count upon to bring home to 
these kids the importance of the African legacy in New Orleans and in American culture.  

The news that the Archdiocese of New Orleans is closing St. Augustine Parish is the most sobering I have 
heard in the months since Katrina.  
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So much was ripped forcibly from the city's fabric in those days, yet the deliberate dismantling of the soul of 
New Orleans by New Orleanians is hardly less traumatic.  

I hope that the Catholic Church will recognize the importance of this spiritual center and find a way to sustain 
it.  

Baty Landis  

New Orleans  


	Write: 
	Letters to the Editor 
	3800 Howard Ave. 
	New Orleans, LA 70125 
	Email: 
	letters@timespicayune.com 
	Fax: 
	(504) 826-3812 
	 
	 
	Recent news articles in regards to closing St. Augstines Church 
	 
	 
	 
	St. Augustine is a spiritual hub 
	Church nurtures city's culture 

